Health Archives & Records Group

Minutes of the meeting held on 1 February 2010 at ikg’s College London
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1. Roundtable Introductions

Colin Gale (CG) welcomed members and London Musenfriiealth and Medicine guests

to the meeting, and roundtable introductions weaeen



2. Presentation

Joanna Beasley, Churchill Travelling Fellowshipdeslfrom the Museum of Brisbane gave a
presentation, entitled ‘Remembering Goodna’, orthieeapeutic potential of archives and
museums.

3. Minutes of the last meetings

The minutes of the last committee and general mgetiheld on 3 July 2009, were accepted.

4. Committee Matters

CG reported that Sarah Coombs had stepped dowARBSH web officer and Specialist
Repositories Group (SRG) representative. Vicky R#3) having offered to act as HARG's
new SRG representative, she was appointed nem con.

5. Finance

CG reported that he was awaiting notification & #mount of HARG’s allocation in SRG’s
2010 budget, and clarification concerning allowabtpenditure, and that in the interim no
costs had been incurred by HARG in 2010. He furtbported that, having had a total of
£1050 allocated it it over the four previous cakemngears, HARG had spent 79% on
facilitating meetings, 15% on leaflet productiordd&d2% on its website, leaving %2%
unclaimed.

Jonathan Evans (JE) asked whether MLA might besaible source of funding, for one-off
projects if not for meeting and other administratoosts. Kevin Mulley (KM) noted that the
Society of Archivists’ proposed merger with the idaal Council on Archives and the
Association of Chief Archivists in Local Governmenay have future implications for how
groups affiliated to SRG are funded.

6. HARG's future

CG introduced discussion of a previously circuladestussion paper about HARG’s future,
which had been prompted by recent and prospecépartures from its committee, and the
attendant problems of continuity of the committacture (which was set up by resolutions
adopted at HARG's inaugural annual general meetir206). He considered that, unless
people could be found to fill the roles of Chaidaecretary by the time of the 2010 AGM,
HARG would have to find a way to fit its aspiratgoas a group to the willingness and
availability of its members to contribute time agftbrt, perhaps by putting the committee
structure and the resolutions adopted in 2006 @yatce, and reverting to an informal
association.

In a wide-ranging discussion

* the continuing value of HARG as a recognisable ‘teti@’ under which members could
usefully collaborate in project and advocacy wodsvacknowledged;

» the possibility was acknowledged that, if HARG wareve to an informal footing, the
holding of meetings might become even more relignain the initiative of members who
could offer a prospective venue, in the absen@ngbne tasked to keep up a regular
schedule of meetings;

* the desirability of maintaining a members’ emaliladese for circulars and a website
(which, if it could offer opportunities for onlinateraction, perhaps via a listserv-style or



bulletin board discussion group, might mitigatecareéase in meeting frequency) was
expressed, CG offering to continue to maintainftmer but pointing out that a web
editor and discussion administrator would needetédoind to enable the latter; and

» the desirability of maintaining some democraticcmmmon consent’ mechanism by
which members could claim (or disclaim) ownersHindiatives carried out under the
HARG ‘umbrella’ was acknowledged.

7. Booklet

Kath Webb (KW) reported that a booklet entitled éWalue of Health Archives for
Research’, containing the results of HARG’s redeaut-group, was published with
Wellcome Trust funding and launched at the BrifRgtords Association’s conference in
December 2009. CG reported that he held a smalk stbcopies, and would welcome ideas
as to how they might be distributed for maximuneetf Geoff Browell (GB) expressed an
interest in distributing copies to attendees oéaent King's College Archives were planning
for March 2010 (see item 9 below). KW undertoolkasaertain whether a pdf of the booklet
was available, with a view to making it availableldARG’s website once the supply of hard
copies is exhausted.

8. Occupational Codes

CG reported that in 1907 the Lunacy Commissiormrbgequently known as the Board of
Control; regulators in England and Wales of lunagglums and mental hospitals until 1960)
had issued a set of diagnostic codes for use incale@gister entries, and that a key to these
codes for the use of archivists and researcherpulalsshed on the HARG website at the
initiative of Kath Webb in 2009. He further repattinat the Lunacy Commissioners also
issued a list of occupational codes for use in gadegisters. This list was re-issued, and
underwent alteration, an unknown number of timessequently making understanding of
the codes used in medical registers dependentkmmmledge of the changes made to the list
over time. However, copies of the list are compeaeat rare, and all copies found by CG and
KW so far date from 1933/34. If it proved possitdedetermine how the occupational codes
be altered over time, there might be a case folighibg this information on HARG’s

website alongside the information about diagnastdes. Members with relevant holdings or
ideas about leads to follow in compiling this infation were asked to contact CG or KW.

9. Open Forum

GB invited members interested in an event on histaental health records at King's
College London on 9 March 2010 to contact him fetadls.

JE sought information on members’ photographigrfagraphic charges for purposes of
comparison. GB drew attention to a recent emaiharge on the subject on the Archives-
NRA email discussion list, and Jenny Haynes (Jif®rred JE to Wellcome Images’ website.

JH noted that details concerning the future diogctif the Research Resources for Medical
History funding scheme were now available on thdldgme Trust’'s website.

10. Notice of Annual General Meeting

It was noted that the Annual General Meeting wdaddheld in Meeting Room 6a,
Addenbrooke’s Treatment Centre, Hills Road, Cang&i@B2 0QQ on the afternoon of
Friday 18 June 2010.



